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TERT. NON. MALL. 


BROWNLOW 


F return your + Lordihip | humble 


thanks. for the approbation which vou were 


pleaſed to expreſs. of a late tranſlation of the 
book of Proverbs. Encourafed| by 1 that honour 


I have ventured to proceed to this tranſlation 


of Eccleſiaſtes : : and though | 1 cannot flatter 


* 


+7 


myſelf with a hope that the performance is by 
any means worthy of bein g preſented to your 
Lordlhip, yet I requeſt, that you will con de- | 
ſcend to accept 1 it, as a token of Reſj Peck. 


1 have the honour to be, 


| MyLord, 


your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 


and obliged ſervant 
| BERNARD HODGSON. 


Hertford College 8 | 
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a HE ; words ofthe pct the fon of Paid, who 
e . b faith 4 bead, i it 
"ww of vanities} alli is vanity. 5 20 a. 

3. What profit hath mum in all his labour, en 

Wich which he toileth under the ſun ? r 

+ Generation goethy, and generation c OMe 
But the earth doth ever abide. 

5. 4 he fun alſo riſeth, the ſun alſo beh. 

1 Andi haſtett to the place where it roſe; 24 

6. It paſſeth to the ſouth, again it cixcletls 1 to the north. 
Round and round goeth the wind, 
And ever repeatech its circuits. 

7. All. the rivers run down into the ſea, 

3 Yet the ſea doth not overflow: 

3 OT Jo the place whence a 


e rivers go oni 

To the ſame; to flow again, do they return. EE Aga 
- All the things; thus at their taſk, no man can i recount ; 
T he eye would not be able to behold them, 

| Nor would the car be cmnpetent t to bear them. | 
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10. 
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ECCLESIASTES 


__ 


That which hath bern, is! that Stick ſhall he): WS | 
And that which hath been *. is the ſame that ſhall 


3 5 
41 - 


F or nothing is there new under the ſun. 


Is there ought, of which i it is aid? behold this new thing! 


| This fame, which i is now preſented to us, e ages 80. 
There i is no record of paſt events; 


x: Neither of future ones will there be any, 


. 


13. 


Amongſt choſe who ſhall come after them. 


I, who reign over Iſrael at Jeruſalem, am the preacher: = 
And I have applied mine heart to examine, 


And to look inquiſitively into all wing act] 


| Which are done under heaven. N 


14. 


7 5. 


1 6. 


This vain curioſity hath God given the 4 of: men, 
For their humiliation therein. tet 203-01 Hilla 1 0 
I have ſearched into all the Works ban de 
Which are carried on under the * 1 85 
And behold | all is vanity, and vexation Ry int. "A 
| That which 1 18 crooked 
| Neither can that which is defective, b be me 
1 have communed with mine heart, ſaying; | 200 


o& annot be made firaight 3 757 
EC: poſs 


Behold my greatneſs] how in wiſdom 1 2 en, one 


Who hath been before me in jeruſalem 2 


How much to learning and ſcience I have devoted mine 
55 WWW A 
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ECOLESIASTES 


How 1 hive applied myſelf to diſcover / 20 Hin . ef 
What is wiſdom and knowledge, r Hafi bn 


a 
7 


What is imprudence and folly | , © 


I. | 


N * oy alſo I have found to be vexation of . N 
2411 And he who ee his nen, increaſeth his care. 


ich wiſdom 


ere is much ſolicitude, 


hy - 4 - | ; . a —— 4 E 1 6 wo \, 4 * 4 > » 7 3 £ | | & l x & 4 , ; 1 & : 


Is SAID unto mine hiking | EY 
Come now! I will give thee a trial of dee 910 


Come ſee all that delighteth: | 


But, Io! this alſo was vanity. 
| Vnto laughter 1 faid, art thou mad? 
And to mirth; why doeſt thou thus? 
9 enquired of mine heart, whether I ſhould give — 


unto wine; but mine heart inclined unto wiſdom: . 


: whether I: ſhould embrace folly; ; until 1 might he, 
245 whether therein was that happineſs, yh which the ſons of 


# N 11 e 
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1 


men are nene under en all the gy * cheir 


« 
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I raiſed works: of magnificence : ; (an i 
25 built x me — ; TI planted me vineyards; 3 


2 


11. 


And planted i in them trees of en a, 
Pools I made me of water, beim b: er 
Wherewith to water the Jourihing Saad; 

I bought memen-ſlaves, and wornen-flayes, and Jeweſtics 15 
Of hends and of flocks 1 had like 


wrought, 42 ttt 1 241000 
And on the labour, which in poſe ni i 


colt me: 1 


ECCLESIASTES 


I laid out gardens and g 


ikewiſe an abundance, 
Greater than any before me ever poſſeſſed in Jeruſalem. 1 5 


I collected alſo ſilver and gold, 
And treaſures the moſt rare 
From the kings, and from the provinces: : 


4 nem _ g-men, and ms * 


Eur of muſic, rev; F-- 
. * 
8 OL 
WV. 


The delight of the ſons af men! 
More magnificent was 1, and more e 
Than any who had been before me in Fe 


1 ”=y A 


My wiſdom all the while remained. with r me. 
10. Not any g which mine * ae. 
Withheld I from t ee 20088; 205797 
From no ſort of gcc reſtraine 8 
| And mine heart was delighted with my various works 5 
And this pleaſure requited me for all my labour. 


Machte: 


Then muſed 1 on all the works which mine hands had 


y Fre they _ 


15 - AlaG! no ſubſtantial goof is chere 
1 Then I looked, in order to judg between wiſdom and 
Bun BY I 8 5 1 i999 Gant I did gti 


; 9 . . 7 | | h | | | 
4 4 * : © 1 4 . 0 s + "7% 4 - 2 4 4 K . 4 — N e FP % 8 8 4 f S " * * " I * 2 6 , . . | | 
> 4 % k * IX. F : : * z f : ' : * i 9 4 * oo i 1 1 3 , : $ 3.1 ; | : ; { | | | 
. * 144 * N 0 — : Ye a GE wt 4 wD#-& 3 £3. Ar 1 . L # 30 | f 


15. - Theix IL. aid _— car 0 Tull 0 pain * : 
+ Since it happeneth to the fool, as it hap 
NT 25 | | | 5 0 


16. For there will be no me 

wie or of che fool. Al Wat "* 

alt. and all chat ſball | | 
gotten; and the wiſe man ſhall die like the fool: 


ee 1 was. therefore: diſguſted with life; becauſe the- week „ ; 
Which Ia bad been deing under! the fon, ſecmed to m 
of no account, and Veemule all is yanity and Yexation. ee: 
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20. 


22. 


LE S4AS T S 


ies I — my works which I hall been doing 
under the ſun, becauſe 1 1 n _ to. the man 
Who ſhall come after me. 10 bio ni l 1 H 2 

And who knoweth, whether vs ſhall * a wise man, or 
whether a fool? yet, will he become lord over all the 
works, in which I have been employing my . and 
my wiſdom under the ſun. This alſo is vanity. , 
Then I turned mine heart to penſive muſing on all * | 
works, wherein 1 had toiled under the ſun 1 
Truly, ſaid I, this man hath performed works wich 


; n with ingenuity, and. with ſkill: yet another, 


had no trouble therewit 
rendered t to | him as his right. 


[ſhall haue them fur- 
This alſo is wg * a 


* * * * ” * 1 N 
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22. 


a 4 7 
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ee eee eee 
alter that diſquietude of heart, with which he has been : 

labouring under the ſun 7. A Ot 9d ir Srl 101 31 | 
For all his days, are ſorrows ; ; and his doings, vexations: 
his heart, even in * night-time, doth not reſt. This 


alſo i 18 vanity. Ny 288 3k * 17 rr 1 30 , ry 3310} : 
Is it not then ai FRY man, to eat and to drink 3 and 


amidſt all his toil, to give his ſoul recreation? abs 1 ſaw 


dat this is from the hand of Gl.... 
Who therefore has eaten, and though with nc, E 
more gratified himſelf than I? 


25. 


: 21 9 I , * 
I A S T E 8 


26. For God: giveth unto the man; who'4 is riphteous in his 
eyes, wiſdom, and knowledge, and gladneſs: but unto 
the finner, he giveth ſolicitude to amaſs and to heap up 
that, which he ſhall transfer unto him who is good in 


13 


God's eyes. This alſo is vanity; a 


1 vexation of r . 


Wo, C 3 18 Fa. * 
I K . * 


41 242 
15 a F : 
, 8 * » 4 * 2 > l 3 * * : * 
5 * : 5 N F 4 on +: ' * Pg * . 1 x « 7 £-% N 5 


* k 5 N 7 o 
w T; i © 4 4 * 4 9 ** 1 « ſ \ 2 2 
; » oh of WY hs i EE +8 + 4 SI 3 
p . ö y N ' : 1 'S f i * I 9 8 F 45 6 F "4 4 5 N * 1 4 p | * * * · 
| 2 , : a j : a : F # ” . | . 7 . 5 . 2 3 3 ; 1 : ? I 4 c . N 1 2 » I . 
" I * — * * of * = U Fe p 
{ 


. 1 * - oY 89 & 
WED 4 pA d ; 
5 'F 1 —— 7 


N 8 
— * * ” 
4 p F : 1. — 6 5 at 5 
N a It 5 '1 . * 1 4 . Fort «3 & ? * * 
4 | „ ß #54. 44 $44 $ 51 7. , MR bt? © | a 
L k 54 5 ; : 3 3 - | 1 7 . as. 1 . e N W448 90 2 hy 
* . . v . : 


— * 


b Fon R all things there is a ſeafon, SHA "110 wa Fat 
And for every purpoſe under heaven; a time. 5 
9 here is a time for being born, and a time for ak; 4 

ix ac N I Ne for planting, and a time for rooting up What was 
11 planted. 17 QUO [13 YO 15 07 Þak 1185 VE 18 F165 0 


334 111 


= - 


3. There is a time foe putting. to death, re a time for : 
* * bas Aninb bas 00 blu 


T _ 7 =. doko of 6 4 
5. 10 FTRf ; B11 102 


A time for pulling down, and a time —— 5 
There i is a time for \ weeping, and a time for ache I 
© A time for wailing, and Aa time for: dancing.” n 1 


CY There is a time for caſting une ſtones, and a time for 
_ ks them up. Th 6 r nb reed] a4) 


&$ «# 754-4 ww ” 


A time for- eng and a time for 1 from. x 


KID ts I oY tia} N 
i III. 4. £1. 4 1270 1 LoOILL 15 3 1 . * 1 


e Df 
— gretinig/und6 tine foro p- 


A time for keeping, and a time for throwing away, 


ne 7 LESIASTES 


There i is a time fog reading, and 2 s, 
A time fon, being 
| There is a time for loving, and a time n. 


ſilent: 4nd a time for ſpeaking. 


1 A time for war, and a time for peace. eh WE 


What profit hath: he-who laboureth, in 6 whedtio he Ut 


toileth th 


10. 


l men, for their vain Tabour therein: me: 
But every thing which He doeth, becometh perfect at 


a, 


eth over men's he: 


I viewed all the works which God Fr ihe {ons of N 


wed the darkneſs which he, ſpræad- 


its ſeaſon. Alſo I view: 
to, leſt, either-at; the 8 or 


at the end, they ſhould diſcover his. proceedings: 


* 45 2 


Then perceived I that: men can do! nothing better t 
to caſt Oe care; and to e ee their. anos all 


14. 4 


13. For that man ſhould « ol, and unk, 4 find: comfor 
in all his labour, is grante 1 


L know that all which tha Lad A d 2068 


7 en A - 
can de added, from it: ee can bs 


to it 'no 


3 


2 taken, | The- Lord fo _ aint mer ſnould ſtand 55 5 


fore him in awe. 3 


15. What is that which: hath * * PO Aae ater 


And what is that which ſhall be? That ſame which "04 | 
been min as . cauſeth-all t King 


os. to; revolve... 


# 8 # , 0 
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EBECLESIASTES 


hen further, I viewed under che fun en judg- 
ment : there, Was wickedneſs | | r | 
And the place of juſtice: there » was mg 
17. I ſaid in mine heart. 4 
| Between the juſt and the unjuſt God will judge: 5 
Since for every purpoſe, and for * work, 
NHle hath appointed a ſeaſon. | | 
1 And I faid in mine heart, ach ae to Cod 8 na 9 
towards the ſons of men; it is to prove to them, and 
to make them ſenſible, that they are but as the brutes. 
19. For it happeneth unto the ſons of men, as it happeneth |: 
15 7 unto the brutes; yea, unto o both of them it happeneth ” 
\ alike; as. the one die, fo Gn the other; e the like 
; breath have they both: and as to the pre-emine ce in 


the man over the brute, chere 4s none; for vain are 
they both: 


20. 
a duſt both. wn Lit £20. 


22. Who hath any knowledge conce a che 8 1 the - 


BOY f breath of brutes, which goeth down under the earth? : 

22. Then I perceived that there is nothing better, than that 

man ſhould rejoice. 1 in his works 8 ſince this 1 is altered 
8 


Both go to one ts * the duſt hoth ade, and 6 to = 


Fe ſons. of man, which gaeth upwards ? or concerning the — | 


1. 


, o 
* . 
N 2 . 


Then 1 viewed every ingenious and excellent work. 
But ſuch cauſeth a man to be envied by his e. 


ECCLESIASTES 


lim: for who tall bring TW tis back, to ſee that 
b which alter him ſhall come to eat 


Tu HE N 1 turned, ans: viewed all che ee, 15 
Which are carried on under the fun, 6 
And 1o! the tears of the afflicted | | 

And no comforter for them! 

And under the hands of tyrants in power! 


And none to conſole them! e n 
* hen happier eſteemed I the dead who are «departed, 
b han thoſe who are yet alive : N 

But him, Rill happier than chem both, 


Who hath not yet exiſted : 


Who hath not ſeen the doings, the evil doings, NE 


Which are carried on under the fun. 


This alſo i is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 
The fool foldeth his hands ; Fi | 


| And prepeth an his own fen. 


Better is an handful wich. quiet, 
| Than an a 


R : ; 
2 0 "> N 75 | i 4 þ "7 7 1 . g 
5 L : J 17 * . 4 , 8 
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with toil and vexation of © Wis 


— 


Again I turned me, and viewed a vanity under *. ſun. 5 
There is a man, ſingle and without companion, who has "I 


neither child nor brother: yet, no end is there to all ; 


10. 


his labour, neither i is his eye ſatisfied with riches. For 
whom am I toiling, and bereaving my ſoul of good? er 
This alſo 3 is vanity, and a fooliſh folicitude. | 
55 Two are better than one: | becauſe i in their difficulties, 
they may afford each other welcome aſliſtance. 5 5 
For if one of them ſhould fall, the other can help his 


1 friend up: but it is bad for r him who falleth, "he there | N 


3 


18 no other to raiſe him. r 
| Alſo if two lie together, 9a will be x warm: 


But how can one be warm alone? ein 


; ; 5 * 
; : 


If a man be too ſtrong for them * the two may 2 
nuichſtand him: for the triple cord i is not ally þ broken. 


Better i is a feeble but wiſe youth 


1 han an old and fooliſh * who with no longer be 


: 1 * | " 
3 5 4 5 N . q ; '» Cs 4 * . 5 — * m. 42 * 5 FL | | | 
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14. surely ſhall one come , thi K 52 
en! From the houſe of captives + to o reign: „„ 
. Vet, in his own kin dom was he born | poor. : 
13. I contemplate all the armies | 5595 


ECCLESIASTES 


Which, with the ber, — the fm | 


16. 


1 


* 
1 
N 3 
4 


buſt of the Lot: and be more ready to hear than to 
offer ſacrifice with fools; for r know not that they 

| do 8 
Be not raſh with th 


With the fucceffor, who after him ſ ſhall ariſe, 


No end is there of all the people, 

Of all thoſe who are in _ before them. 
But they who come after Mink 
| Shall not herein rejoice. | 


andy this alſo 1 is Fn: and vexation x of of ſit. | 


CHAP, SBB- Hf vi 1 


d- dd i s und the 


+ mouth, nor let thine heart be haſty 


| to utter before the Lord any word: for the Lord is in 


the heavens, and thou art en che earth; therefore let | 
thy words be few. 28 MP 
For as the dream cometh ro wich labour; 
| so, cometh idle ſpeech through many words. 


When thou haſt vowed a vow unto the Lord, delay not 
to perform it; for he is offended with the fooliſh : what- 


ever thou haſt yowed, offer. 


ECCLESIASTES. 


| Better had it been that thou hadſt not vowed; than ber- 
ing vowed, not to perform. N | 
Suffer not thy mouth to bring . into WY nor = 
plead before the prieſt, that it was am error: where- 
fore ſhouldſt thou move the Lord to be diſpleaſed on 


I account of 12 words, and to blaſt * work of thine 


hands? 


7. Since, as in | the multitude of — 0 i in "ee malte 4 . 

| of words, there are vanities; nnn reverence the i 
Lord. 

8. If chou behold the 3 of the poor, nd a 


5 perverſion of law and juſtice in judgment, murmur ; 


not at the tyranny: for there is one higher than the 
high, who marketh alſo thoſe, who are ſtill highce than 


5 they. 


11. 


5 Lol the earth is axoth bougtifal en chings: 
1 $301 Kings, from the ar 1 8 * 
10. He who loveth Glver will not be ſatisfied d with flver 3 

Nor he who delightetlv in ches, wich his . 
This alſo ; is vanity. 


3- Are ſupplied. 


The more property is nn . bs. 
The more increaſed: will be it's bee 2 
And what advantage have it's poſieflors, 
Except that — r their nt 


- 86+ 
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Sweet is the labou rer's repoſe 
Whether he eat little or much e en eee 
But the fulneſs of the rich man 5 
Doth not ſuffer him to ſleep. 

There i is a ſore evil which I have, ſeen under the fin: 2 
Riches accumu lated, to the vexation of their poſſeſſor. 15 
For theſe riches through misfortune he loſeth; _ 
And having a ſon, he hath nothing to leave him. ; 
As he came naked from the womb of his mother, 

80, as he came, ſhall he return : 1 

Nor is there any ching which he hath gained T his kbour! 
1D hat he ſhall take away with him. N 
Vea truly a ſore evil it is, that as he came, ſo ths gocth; ; 
And what the better for having toiled for the wind? 
And for having lived all his days, 

In gloom and great care, in diſquiet and vexation ?- 0 
| Behold | that which 1 eſteem good, and that which I 


eſteem right, is, for man to taſte pleaſure i in all his la- 1 


* 19. 


bour, in which he is engaged under the fun, all the days 
of his life which the Lord | hath b bim. F or this 


is allotted him. ot af afro or alc] 


Doubtleſs to every man on n God hath betone 
riches and wealth, he hath given liberty to enjoy them: 
alſo to take what is allotted him, and to be happy. in his | 
labour. This is granted "4 God. 


ECOCLESIASTES 


Hence be adds not bat anxious ah ah pi of 


570 his life; ſince God bleſſeth him with chcerfulneſs of 10 


41. 


2. 


heart. 


: C H A PN BK: . 


nene is an xn, nh 1 have ſeen under ** e fun, | 
and which i is common among men: 9 
When the Lord hath given unto a man riches, i d 
wealth, and abundance; 3 and when nothing 1 is wanting 5 
of all the chings which he can deſire; ; yet the Lord 
3 : granteth him not the ſpirit to uſe them: but a Graber is 25 
to enjoy chem. This! is folly, and a grievous infirmity. 


Though this man may have begotten an hundred ken 3 


and may have lived many years; 7 yet, however long may 1 
have been his life, if his ſoul hath not fatisfied itſelf 
with any enjoyments, 1 ſay, chat the very abortive, 1 
4 though of burial deprived, 1s better than he. „ 
1 For though it, to no purpoſe came, and to darkneſs a 
01 We and though with oblivion 1 it's name be covered 115 
Though it ſau not hs fun, —_ was nn of per- 
cen, yet reſt had it more than the other. 


10 Vea, to hat . mw he live twice — years, 


if be fee no enjoyment? K unto one 
place? 


STIASTES 


ECCLE 


* 


| The labour of every man is s for his mouth, for x hunger is 
never ſatisfied. | 15 
| What then better is the te man FOR the fool or than | 
the poor man, who yet knoweth how to gain his bread ? 
Better is that which i is ſeen by the . 
Than that which i is purſued by the Sang 5: 7 1:4 
Por vanity is this, and vexation of ſpirit. 

10. 


What 18 that i in the creation moſt & mighty 7 = 


14801 Let it's name be mentioned. 


12. 


2 pee it is man. 


1 Wich hw power wa is dere lin? 


The greateſt of his works 
Do but exhibit his We 
Vet, what i is chere, comparable to ney 85 
Neverth. leſs, who knoweth what is good as him 2 - 


his life, during the number of che _ of his vain ex- 
iſtence, and which he paſſeth like a ſhadow? Who can 
ſhew man what ſhall news after 2 under the ſun ? 


x, 


2. 


A, G 0 0 D name is better * e 0 8 
It is wine to go to the houſe of lamentation, 
Than to go to. the houſe of gez, 
For that is the end of all men, 

And the living will lay it to bis hott... 


Better is ſorrow than laughter ; * | 
. For by dejeRtion of e countenance. the heart is * 
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than the day of one's birch. * 
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But the heart of fools _ the houſe of mirth, 
It i 18 better for a man to hear the reproof of one wiſe, 
Than to hear the ſong : ooeriwgd 
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6 N I 
4 


For as the crackling of thorns poke the bot; 35 
Such, is the mn of a fool. 


£2 This alſo i is vanity. Ts OO ns 7 


Better is one who is flow to anger, 


: Though influence may ww 0 man a jmpoydencty, 
et, it is che bribe, which corrupteth the heart. 
he end of a work 


Is more agreeable 3 it's WN 
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1. 
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Than he who is haſty of temper. he 


Be not quick in thy ſpirit to be angry: 


For paſſion dwelleth i in the breaſt of fools. : 
Say not, how is it 


9 hat the former days were better * tele? 

For not in wiſdom doſt thou make this ny" 

Better is wiſdom than riches, 8 | 

Yea than all things which ſee the fas : 

5 Fo or they who are protected by wiſdom, I FIN 
Are protected as by wealth: CIAL Of 


1% But wiſdom is ſuperior i in this, 


93 24, 


9 That it giveth unto it's wee tappinck for « ever. Puck 
View any work of the Lord: | 
Who can make that uach, 5 


9 Which he hath made crooked? 


14. 


16. Carry not juſtice to exceſs, nor be rigorouſly exact: 


In the day of proſperity rejoice : = 


Yet have an eye towards the day of adverbiy: 


For the Lord hath placed the one near unto the other, 


That man ſhould be uncertain 


What next may befal him. 


All things have I noticed, during the day of of my rant 7 


| Many a Juſt man hath periſhed through his integrity ; 3 


Many an unjuſt man hath lived long through his iniquity. 


ECCLESIASTES 


Wherefore ſhouldſt thou cauſe chyſelf- to be ſhunned: es 
17. Neither be ſlack to exceſs, nor fooliſh : I 5 1 
| Wherefore ſhouldſt thou periſh before A YN 1 
18. It becometh thee to embrace the one precept, | Mk 
And not to be negligent of the other: + 845; 
| He who feareth the Lord will be =o by both. 
19. Wiſdom maketh a wiſe man Ow": CH 
Than ten, the mightieſt j in a city.” 57 15 x i” Fo 
20. IJ. uly,. there i is not a perfect man on n 5 5 
One who doeth righteouſſy, without ever aan 
21. Furthermore : liſten not to every word which is poke; 3 
"Do \ Leſt thou overhear thy ſervant reviſing. Fs: * - "my 


22, For conſcious i is thine he: 


th: That many a time thou b 
Nlaſt alſo thyſelf reviled e 5 
23. All chis have I tried, for the procuring gof wiſdom, 
- I ſaid, 1 ſhall attain K „ 
1 it is far off from me. 
a How diſtant is it, and deep ! * | 
Deep! who can reach it? PHE: IREN 
25. Earneſtly I looked round | 3 
1 diſtinguiſh, and to diſcover, Uk AW 
And to find out, wiſdom and diſcretion: n 
| To mark likewiſe the evil of folly, 
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quired, in order to find out the worthy: 3 
But ſuch hitherto by no ſearching diſcover 
ſuch man among a thouſand, 1 1 have er en but one 
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And the madneſs of vice: © 
Then I found the hatlot more bitter than * IJ 


For ſhe is like unto ery” 
Yea as nets is her heart, 


As chains are ber hands. Pn 0 07 100 Dt; 
He who is righteous i in "God's Sght' ST; Ov 971 
Shall eſcape ROWE; Dit; © iro Ser rio bl 
But the ſinful ſhall by her be rap 
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Concern 


ig theſe, faith the preacher, T have wan, in- 


ſuch woman, among theſe all, 1 cannot Hind. | 
T his, however, in my inquiry 1 have dy 


God truly did make men upright, but that a 4 


bees have fought out many eee id A 
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5 W HO is equal to thowlfe IN Set tact + 
: Who diſcerneth, like him, che eauſes af 1 un S 
Wiſdom enlivenerh a man o countenanee; 0 n 


But * in the looks i. hateful: - 


AS TES 


3 Lexhort 1 to n A < king 
And that, on actount of the oath . God. 
3. Thon ſhalt not eſcape from his view 
Go, perſiſt not in perverſeneſs, Biel 

e |; For he will require that his command be bee. Ws 
mm The will of a king is dupreme: Dam Nisan EM T% 
And Who ſhall! Lay, why' doeſt thau ds? 15 ; 

5. A man of ſenſe, intruſted with 4 charge, will not . 
ca e cau be will ein. the n time, and LY 
X04 'N ener "TOW! L * "OR; auc 2 ink, art: 201932490 TT 
5 For in every t nia 02 ti 3s Atte and a need of 
r „ 2 5 een wan! mipfortune nd 


9U : Ws ellen * r to 1d 
8. No man \ bach —— Grit, to retain * 1 0 
e nor authority over it, in the day of death: there is 
0 eſcape i in that conflict; <acithex A 

if ayail t to:thoſe who weit. Setz bas se 
e To all this have L locke b ant mine attention WR 1 
il | gin eee main hich ben N che ſun. 

Sometimes hath man exerted — over man, to his 5 

o- ů deſtruction. 10 item baildags Le. Y 

20. or hereby: have I 8 at to . | 

| | "graves : Hip — Jett, 0 by the-ſcat of 


11. 


12. 
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ade; „* and conſigned to death in n cir 
where ſo they had acted. This alſo is vanity. 

Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil deed is not ee 
forthwith, therefore the hearts of the ſons of men are 
fully bent i in them to do evil. 
But though a ſinner commit n an kindred times, 
and live; yet am 1 aſſured, that it ſhall be well for them, 1 
who eu the Lord, ſtand in awe before him. 
- Surely, good ſhall not be to the wicked ;, neither ſhall 
he, extend his days, but as a ſhadow ; $i beraule he is 
without awe in the preſenoe of God. 98 
There is a vanity which cometh to wa upon Seer. 
Sometimes juſt men fare, as if they had committed the 
deeds of the wicked: and ſometimes wicked men fare, 
as if they! had ated like the hen <p that this alſo 


is vanity. 
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Then I 5 45 — Ute aun A except 
_ eating, and drinking, and living cheerfully, there is 
ö nothing under the ſun, deſirable for man: and theſe are 
to comfort him in his labour during the dau of his life 

which God granteth him under the ſun.” 

As 1 applied mine heart to get wiſdom, i. did 1 to ob- 
ſerve the reſtleſsneſs which prevaileth on the earth: for 


man = Berg to his eyes neither day; n nor even by 


Ye; 


- 0 * 
; a \ — v 
"ES." es © ee + of * ARS. ack © FE "XN. * *%., 8 a * 7 io 5 „ * n 
1 f if K : #5 [ 6 * N ; "EN 4 72 ** 44% 43 . 4 ö  f A. 17 > 7 
Pa aw : : . - - 4 — — 2 e . 4 > 5 8 POR N . IX RG . Ks q 


5 to, is this: to make it 
the wiſe, and all b | 
God: fince man cannot learn, from any thing which 
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1 perceived alſo; bee work of. God, aha man can 


account for nothing which is done under the ſun: con- 
cerning which he toileth to n nn but in vain: 
wy and which, even though. a ſagacious man ſhould fay he 
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Now W hs m id 1 Fre doin on W 


xderſtood, that the juſt and 
ing to them, are in the hand of 


e occurreth, whether he be loved or hated. 


wy 


All things come alike to all: the ſame event is to obs juſt . 
and to the wicked; to the virtuous and pure, and to 
5 the impure; to him who. ſacrifice h, . 
facrificeth not : as it happeneth t to che good, ſo. doth it £ 
£5W the ſinner ;, 3 as to tha-Fives F 
renceth an oath. et 0 P 

There i is this evil i in al 1 which is "OW. edu ah 1 in 

there being the like event u 


and to bim Who 


0 to him who 1 reve- | 


ito. all: chat hereby, the 5 
heart of the ſons of men is filled with evil; and that 
there ariſe errors in their notions aeg the living, 


and with reſpect to the > dead lauft. 4008 


ECCLEBIASTEYS 


4. He who is in fociety-with'all-the living, whoever he be; 
3 _ -20- hay ſohetktinng to cheer hir f for better is "IG that 
| . . n is alive, than the non that is dead. Haider. gert 
358. Vicar e the living know/that they ſhalt die: but the 


dead know nothing: neither are chey any more of ac- 
| count, ſince their memory is conſigned | to oblivion. 


6. Both their love and their hatred, 


bs 


And their Jealouſy : are now le; | 
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Neither have they ihtereſt any more 1 ever 


| I what hall be tranſacted under the wa.” I 1 


oy © Go, eat with cheerfulnefs thy ready ß 
And with à glad heart rene wine: 
Joy 'F or now at thy fo doing 10 nern 95:1 A 1 et 
The Lord will be pleaſed. © * n29895 1% 0 85 %o 

8. Tet thy garment at all ſl de white;; 


And let perfumes on thine _ not be eee. 
* thy wife, t en 
'' Hove her all the days of my ality - 100 
> Which he granteth chee under che ſun. adh cn. 
For ſhe i is allotted thee for thy dy nom.” 
And to ſolace thee in thy — ad ond FG 
Win which thou teileſt ander the eee | 
Whatever thine hand find to d e ar v0 0d. 
ie; whilſt thou art able s 
For there is no no work, no — H þ 


11. 


12. 


| Which ſuddenly overtaketh them. 
13. h 
appearetli it unto me. 8 21 (164 1 Shiv . 
14. Thu was a ſmall city, ba fo men in it: Ro? there 
73 and endl great batteries 2 
11 | 
T | by his wiſdom, he fayed 10 the city. Vet this. poor man 


No Wanda no wiſdom, : 


I turned; and faw: under che ſun, Nas e | 
That the race is not to the wy f wenn, 31 79798 8 
> That en is eh to the wa „„ 
Nor riches to the ſkilful, nor favour to e learned : — 
But that time and chance happen to them all. ho. 
For truly man hath no knowledge of his lot: ? 


Like fiſh which are taken unawares in the net, 5 


"i Or like birds which are catched in che are, c A 
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In the graye whereunto thou art g going. 8 
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Like them are the ſons of men en in an ill hour | 


Alſo this wiſdom have I ſeen abs the tun, ; and gr _—_ 


inſt-it-a powerful. kings, and * beſieged Ih. — g 


Now: there Was found i in it 3; 


00 nit of wifes. and | 


1 


was no more remembered by the) People. » 300 1786. 


Then 1 ſaid, 11 > 1818 970 i111 Hi MH 85 9 
| More: 8 nk has It rength: r e 1 


cf Yet the wiſdom. of a poor man is dcliſed 
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ECOLESTASTES 
And his words are nothing: "AY dog 


17. The meek words of the wiſe better merit atterition 


Than the clamour of him who RE fold. 


15 8. Better is wiſdom than weapons of war: 
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As g dead die, n and-taine 


| The apothecary 8 ointment; 16 #817151 ; 1 
80 doth a little a Nabu dai 


The ſenſe of a 15 man is at —_ SY 


But chat of u ſoel is at his left. 


Even in the pathway as che Py antketh, 
He ſheweth his want of underſtanding ; bots þ 
And to all he maketh it known chat he is a fool. 


If che ** of a 2 be rouſed n _ 
For meckneſs will mitigate great offences. Bi 


There is an evil which I have ſeen under the ** and 
which ſeemeth to proceed from the overt 8 bring 


miſinformed : 


15. 


; The fooliſh placed in ſtations of high. dignity 
| While men of talents are * in ober. 
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7. TI have ſeen'{laves.on-borſes,;; 4 1 fs 17, 
And men of nobleſt Ane on foot like due 
8. He who diggeth a pitfal ſhall tumble into it 
And he who breaketh a hedge be bitten by a „ 
9. He who pulleth, down ſtones thall be bruiſed by them; 
And he whocuiteth dow /n trees ſhall 1 them be cruſhed. 
10. If iron be ruſty and it's edge blunt, 
"a ſtrength will avail to make it cut; 75 
Vet ſtill wiſdom will finden: ir „ daigovs auth 
| How to make it execute it's ffide. 
TI. Thoughhaerpartfingatithons, Nang 
| Yet doth not he, who bath e f bg] tongue, 5.20] 
Bite ſtill more cunningly? 
18. he words of a wiſe man's F procure him Gone. 3 
ES” But the lips of a fool Are his deſtruction. Pl 
1 3. The beginning of the words of his mouth i is folly; ; 
But the end of his diſcourſe . 
Is abſurdity that bringeth miſchief. 04 
14. Though the fool uſe many words, ab 5261 SO 
1 No man can tell what Ex my or hither they WTR 3 
Who Can inform "CI; Wy . 
The work of the liſh man a wearith ho: 3 


17. 


18. 


ECCLESIASTES 


Hei is like one who doth not ſee the direct way to che * . 
Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child! 


And when thy rulers are given to feaſting! 


0 happy land! whoſe king is deſcended from the noble el | 


And whoſe princes eat in ae: 


For refection, and not for nnn 


T hrough neglect the beams decay, ity al oh 


And through remiſſneſs of hands the houſe falleth. 
The banquet i is/to excite beben, 
And wine to make mortals merry: RI o 


But wealth ſerveth for all things. 


"160 


Curſe not the king even to thyſelf; 
Nor in the privacy of thy e one e noble: 1 
For a bird of the air will convey what thou haſt f Rid, 


And ſomewhat winged 7 eport the expreſſion. N 
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: Sc O W thy ſeed be ee ers approach f: 

That after due time thou again mayeſt find it. 
p75 Beſtow thy bounty on ſeven, yea even on * 21 
For little knoweſt thou what miſer e is upon 
| If the clouds be full of rain, 11 10 dior alt 


Or whether both ſhall 7 WE equally qi nA: 
Sweet indeed i 1 the light, is books a3 85 Ba A 


All that occurreth W ill dem ee 0 5111 05 a 777 
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They will erer t dende over "the eum; 


But if a tree fall, 401 bot? f tame: 11 5 oY 
| Whether to the "Ong or to mY north; 4 UW 


In the place where it hath fallen it will remain. L 
He who i is an obſerver of the wind will never — „„ 
And he who f is a regarder of the clouds will never reap. 4 
|: As thou underſtandeſt not the nature of the wind, | 
Nor of the bones i in the womb of the pregnant, Fo, 
- $0, thou underſtandeſt 1 hot the work of God, 
How he maketh all things. 
n the morning ſow thy ſeed, 119˙1 
In the evening withhold. not i ball; 
; For t 


hou knoweſt not whether this or that or 
Beſt ſhall ſucceed ; ER 


#. 


And cheering to the eyes the fight of the Gate: 5 vi R 
Nevertheleſs, though a man live many mw 
And rejoice in them an ola to mm ad; b = 
Yet when! he reflecteti on * . of adac, 7 
How many they will be, i 
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- Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth, 203 en e 
And indulge thine heart while thy years a are baue, . 


Vea walk in the ways of thine heart, 
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1. 


2. 


E er the evil days come, an- 
When thou ſhalt ſay, no! us have 11 in u chem: a 
Fer the ſun grow dim, 


And e'er the TO, : after rain, return _ 
'F E er char Miſe come 


8 128 
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And in 5 Or of thine eyes if "7 


Vet know | that God for all this 
Will bring thee to judgment. 100 502 03 
Therefore: chace — from thine end i 
And put away impurity from thy fleſh : 7 21 
4 For 19 85 and it's luſts are — 1097 In n 
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Bur nk u rears i in be day of hy 1 


che years arrive, 


And the light, and the moon, and che Ae 


„ the js : hall wemdle, 


And the men of valour ſhaken. o 50injer bi 
When the grinding-ſlaves, Finkdkeli;- (hall aer; 5 
And che watchmen on the battlements mourn; 

When the doors ſhall be-ſhit i in the ſtrect, 


And the ſound of thè mill not be heard; 


When the bird ſhall with ſhrieking ariſe} 
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And all the daughters of = retire; . 


5. When the noble and the mean ſhall mou and . J 
When pleaſure ſhall be deſpiſed, zo 217 79d 
Gratifications be abhorred, 

And the deſires be n n ; 


When man to his long home ſhall now 10 es 
| And the mourners be ſtanding round i in the __ 
l F _Ferthe filver thread ſhrink, 
And the golden cup be bruiſed ; 
E'er the pitcher be broken at the well, 
And the wheel at the ciſtern be ſhattered ; 
. E er the duſt return to the duſt whence it came, 
And the ſoul £o back to God who gave it. 5 
8. Vanity of vanities | faith the preacher A 
ans vanity | 7 1 
9. Thus hath the preacher, if enlightened himſelf, given ; 
inſtructions to the people: many proverbs hath he en- 


quired after, procured, and arranged. 77 

10. The preacher hath been ſtudious to colle& uſeful foyings; 
and to expreſs, i in the beſt manner, profitable ſentiments. | 
II. Like goads, or like points that pierce, are the ſayings of 
the wiſe: the perſons employed to collect them were ns 
appointed by none but the teacher. 5 
12. Full well oy. theſe thou mayeſt guide chyſel, my fon, 
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13. Let us hear the ſub 
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Fe O R the Notes Are SECKER, I am indebted to his Grace kh 3, 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury; who moſt obligingly permitted me to 
tranſcribe them from his predeceſſor” 8 3 in the ur e 


of Lambeth-Palace. | 8 
VERSE I. The ſon of David, king of m | 


cor D theſe words are tranſlated in the Englih Bible, 5 
king of Jeruſalem; but incorredtly for hu ſignifies, * in Je- 


and 97> © reigning,” or who reigned ; * being the ** 


ruſalem, 
_ciple Benonl. 


It is as impr oper to call Solomon, 79 of Fe bay as it would oo 
: be, to call the king of Great Britain, king of London : 1 TH 


being only the metropolis of Iſrael, where Solomon reſided. 
The ſon of David, who reigned at Jeruſalem. 


"i One generation paſſeth away, and another generation cometh. 


There is nothing in the Hebrew to expreſs theſe words, © one” 
and cc another.” 1 think the ſimple tranſlation i in every repay better, | 


82 1m Jan f 
Generation goeth, and generation cometh. 


. The wind goeth toward the ſouth, and turneth about unto the 
north; it whirleth about continually, | and the wind returneth again 


according to his circuits. 


In the firſt ſentence the ſubſtantive to 1 goet 15 is the fun: mm is 


too dittant to belong to that clauſe. 


WS A 4 


Though m occur in each of, the two laſt ſentences, P in our 
idiom the repetition may be diſpenſed with. - 
VNIAD o upon or over it's circuits: is continually going over 
them again. f 
His“ circuits, We have here, cit” whirleth, and * his“ circuits: 
the one a maſculine, the other a neuter pronoun, though both are 
* to the ſame thing. 
The ſun alſo riſeth, the ſun alſo ſetteth, 
And haſteth to the place where it roſe; _ . 
It paſſeth to the ſouth, again it circleth to the north. i 
Round and round goeth the wind, _ 
And ever repeateth it's circuits. 
7. 89D to overflow. Joſh. 3, 15. | 
5 All things are full of labour, man cannot utter it: the eye is not 
ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. : 
In theſe words, through an inaccuracy in the tranſlation, the con- 
nection of the ſenſe is broken and loſt : the word is not W but | 
n. The difference made by d is important. W 1285 
All the things, thus at their taſk, no man can recount; 8 
The eye would not be able to behold them, f 
Nor would the ear be competent to hear them. 
10. dyn ſingular, is here made to agree with eh plural. bob at : 
the preſence of. 1 Chron. 16. 33. Þ before. If. 43, 13.1 5 on to 
fail. I Kings 17, 14. 5 pound. I Kings 10, 17. mu 
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VERSE 3.1 ſought ir in mine heart to give myſelf unto wine (yet 
acquainting mine heart with wiſdom) and to lay hold on folly, till I 
might ſee what was that good for the ſons of men, which they 
ſhould do under wo heaven, all the days of their life. ons 


* W + % is 


5 concerning. Eſth. 3, 2. n to lead. Ex. 3, Is Deut. 45 27 
ey to get, procure. Deut. 8, 17. Ec. 2, 8. 


L enquired of mine heart, whether I ſhould give wo unto wine ; 
but mine heart inclined unto wiſdom: or, whether I ſhould embrace - 
folly ; until ] might ſee, whether therein was that happineſs, which 
the ſons of men are purſuing under heaven, all the days of their lives. 
F. I got me ſervants and maidens, and had ſervants born in my 

houſe; alſo I had great poſſeſſions of great and * n above 
all that were in Jeruſalem before me. 

d is applied to the buying of llaves Lev. 2 57 50. Ex. 21, 2 4. 

The Hebrew ſervants were chiefly ſlaves, either bought or taken in 


war. i n domeſtic ſervants. One MS. reads 2 M bet. 
Formerly among the Hebrews, and the neighbouring nations, the 


Mas. part of ſervants were ſlaves, that is to ſay, they belonged ab- 
ſolutely to their maſters, who had a right to diſpoſe of their perſons, 
their bodies, goods, &c, Dict. Bib. See Lev. 25, 44. Ex. 21, 2, 21. 
I bought me men- ſlaves, and women - ſlaves, and domeſtics; ; 
Of herds and of flocks I had likewiſe abundance,  - 
Greater than any before me ever poſſeſſed in * 
12. And I turned myſelf to behold wiſdom, and madneſs, * folly: 
for what can the man do, that cometh after the king? even that 
which hath been already done. Then I ſaw that wiſdom excelleth 
4 folly, as far as light excelleth darkneſs. : 
Thirty five copies for NW.] read Wy, which I conſider as | the 
true reading. This was evidently followed by the Vulgate and 


Greek, though in their interpretation of it, they widely differ; the 


netter tranſlating it eromow aim, the former, factorem ſuum. ty, - 


« do it,” or, < do ſo:” or, if conſidered as the participle Benoni, 


« doer of it.” M8 præ, prevail againſt, or over. 1 Kings 16, 22. 
_ abſolute quandoque ſumitur: item pro præpoſitione "NR, vel * 
| vicario LY Buxtorf. 7 over. 1 ous ck 26. 


% 
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Then I looked, in order to judge. between wiſdom and imprudence, 


and folly : (for who 1s that man who ſhall come after the king, more 


competent fo to do, than he is?) and I faw the pre-eminence 


which wiſdom hath over folly : : it is like the ome of light 


over darkneſs. 
15. IR . f. ex prac. mY | SECKER. 


TWO codes omit 38 tunc; but I think i it ſtrengthens the ſentence, 


and therefore I have preſerved it in the tranſlation. Fi 
1 y with me; in my opinion. 


25. For who can eat, or who elſe can haſten Werennes more eithan Wu 


9 therefore. Pſ. 116, 10. M to make haſte. Deut. 32, 35. to 


eat with haſte. The Arabic ſenſe of this word ſhews that by eating 
f with e is meant, eating with wee wy nil: tem- 


ls it not then good "OF man to eat and to drink: 7 cc. 
Who therefore has eaten, and though with temperance, more 
gratified himſelf than I? 


As ſome may not be aware, on what ground, we © occaſionally re- 
fer to the Arabic for the better underſtanding of certain Hebrew 


words, it may be proper to mention, that the Arabic and Hebrew 


are kindred languages : that in very numerous inſtances, > the ſame 
word, they expreſs the ſame thing. Thus, 


WDY ol ſhems, ſignify, the ſun. Ma. 2 beet, a ben 1 


| © Moot, death. (WU , ſumeen, fat. * A melik, a King. 


9D ie kefr, a village. % „ lubus, a garment. >” 25 1 
ſakar, to be drunken. 9% V leil, night: &c, &c, &. 


Of ſome Hebrew words, which occur but once in the Bible, we 
could not poſſibly find the meaning, but by the Arabic: amongſt 


theſe is dpwy, Prov. 30, 15. which, we hence know, ſignifies the 


horſe-leach, ze. © Of many Hebrew words, the radices cannot be 


diſcovered in the Hebrew original of the old Teſtament, though they 


are ſtill preſerved in the Arabic. Vniverſal Hiſt, Vol. 18. 394. 
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VERSE 10. 1 have ſeen the travel which God hath girch t to the 
ſons of men, to be exerciſed in it. He hath made every thing beau- 
tiful in his time: alſo he hath ſet the world in their heart, ſo that 
no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning 
to the end. 5 

du to afflict. Lev. 16, 31. to trouble. Zech. 10, 2. to . 

Ex. 10, 3. One copy reads WH before 17 in the eleventh verſe. 

Nb is not found in four copies. w is without a prefixed | in one 

- copy: h to hide. Job. 42, 3. to blind. 1 Sam. 12, 3. 


I viewed all the works which God giveth the ſons of men, for 1 


5 their vain labour therein: = 


But every thing which he doeth, becometh Nase at it's 5 
Alſo I viewed the darkneſs which he ſpreadeth over men's hearts, 
leſt, either at the beginning or at the end, they ſhould diſcover his 


proceedings. 


12. 1 know that there i is no ca) in them, but for a man to rejoice, 
and to do good 1 in his life. _ | 


„ for them. dv to procure, get. Jer. 4. 18. Gen. 31 1. Deut 
Then perceived I that men can do nothing better than to caſt away 
care, and to enjoy through their lives all the happineſs they can. 

15. That which hath been, is now; and that which 1 is to be, hath 
already been, and God requireth that which is paſt. 


N to follow. Ex. Ids „ revolution of events e fol- 
N lowing each other in ſucceſſion. 


What is that which hath been! ? That ſame that i is now : what 7 
is that which ſhall be? That fame which hath been e for 
God cauſeth all things to revolve. 


: * 1 ſaid in mine heart, God ſhall judge f the righteous 1 the 


N „ rr * 8 


wicked: for there is a time there, for every purpoſe, and for every 
work. 


d Dy tranſlated . for there is a time there, ſhould be 


rather, « he hath appointed a ſeaſon.” my to appoint. 2 Kings 10, 
24. Pf. 78, 5. Archbiſhop Secker i is of this opinion. 


mw Sic. o Syr Ch. Tunc Vulg. Videtur legend. BY poſuit. ut 
7? οο DnD Exod. 21. 13 pn 9 non Job 14s 13. SECKER. 
I aid in mine heart, OR 771 
Between the juſt and the unjuſt God will judge: 
Since for every purpoſe, and for every work. 0 
He hath appointed a ſeaſon. 


1 I faid in my heart concerning the eſtate of * ſons af men, that 
God might manifeſt them, and that they might ſee that they them- 
ſelyes are beaſts. 


BET. 32 maT by with reſpect to ks conduct towards the ſons 


of men. by concerning. Ruth 4, 7. Num. 8, 22. N; deed. Eſth. 


1. 17. act. 1 Kings IT, 41. Ma clearly. "” 33 3. ) to o make 
it clear to them. 


And 1 ſaid in mine heart, with reſpect to God's AN towards 


| the ſons of men ; it is to prove to them, and to > make them ſenſible, 


that they are : but as the brutes. 


1 v E RSE z. Yea, better i is he than BY 19 which hath not t yet 
been, who hath not ſeen the evil work that is done under the ſun. 
The two articles here, the one prefixed to MWyH and the other to 


v, give the ſentence an energy which ought to be communicated to 


the tranſlation. Who and which, after he, cannot both be . 5 


But him, ſtill happier than them both, 
Who hath not * exiſted: 


9 
= 
* * 

| ; 


” 
a . * 6 
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Who hath not * the doings, the evil doings, 

| Which are carried on under the ſan. = 
8 There is one alone, and there is not a ſecond; yea, he bath nei- 
her child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour, 

two. Gen. 1, 16. n Wan are not two; that is, he bath no 

compa | 
| There is a man, angle 6h Wilbert companion, 0 bar neither 
child nor brother: yet, no end is there to all his labour. 
12. This verſe ſhould ſeem more properly to come cimmedinely after 
the tenth. 


13. Better is a poor and a wie kits; than an old a and fooliſh | king, 5 : 


3; 


who will no more be admoniſhed. KOT ES, O07 6 
n to warn. Ezek. 1 Kings e 67 1. 
Better is a feeble but wiſe youth e 
Than an old and fooliſh king, who will no n be warned: 

14. For out of priſon he cometh to reign, whereas alſo he that | is 
born in his kingdom becometh poor. 3 
z ſurely, truly. Ruth 1, 10. Jer. 22, 22. Joch. 2, 24. D n . 
vel ty en ſee many MSS, the houſe of the bound, the houſe of 
flaves, the houſe of bondage. Pray Na a Egypt. Ex. 20, 2. Deut. 
6, 1. 
e mall one come | 
From the houſe of captives to reign: .. 
Vet in his own kingdom was he born poor. 15 
15. I conſidered all the living which walk under the fun, with the 
ſecond child that ſhall ſtand up i in his ſtead. _ : | 
Bn. m ma troop. 2 Sam. 23, 11. 13. congregation. 
5 Pſ. 68, 10. Tn to march. Hab. I, 6. T9» ſon. 2 Kings 4, 1. 
the ſon and heir. Nn the ſecond; the next after that ſon and heir: 
the heir's ſucceſſor. vpn in the room of; ſpeaking of the ſucceſ- 
on to a throne. I am riſen up in the room of David my father, and 
ſit on the throne. 1 Kings 85 20. loads 
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I contemplate all the armies | 
Which, with the heir, are in motion under the fun ; 
With the ſucceſſor who after him ſhall ariſe. 


16. There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been hes 
fore them: they alſo that come after, ſhall not rejoice in him. 
Surely, this alſo is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 

toy) before them, meaning in battle- array: againſt them. 


2 Chron. 14, 10, Deut. 31, 21. Sa but. * e 2. NA in it. * 30, 
24. 
N .)lP end is "them of all the people, 5 


Of all thoſe who are in array before them. 
But they who come after 
Shall not herein rejoice. 
Surely this alſo is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit 


13. Better is a feeble but wiſe youth 
Than an old and fooliſh Vs who will no longer be warned. 
14. Surely ſhall one come n 
From the houſe of captives to reign: pt 
VPet in his own kingdom was he born poor. 
” 1 5. 1 contemplate all the armies 
Which, with the heir, are in motion under the ſun; 3 
With the ſucceſſor, who after him ſhall ariſe. 
- 16. No end is there of all the people, 
Of all thoſe who are in array before them. j 
But they who come after ; 
| Shall not herein rejoice. 
0 this alſo is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 


8 1 conceive the whole of the above paſſage, from verſe the thirteenth, "0 


to be a prophecy ; and that the ſubſtance of it is this. 

That after the death of Solomon, the ſceptre of Iſrael, inſtead of 

| deſcending as it ought to Solomon's family, ſhall depart into the 
Hands of Jeroboam; a perſon who had formerly been ſervant to So- 
lomon, and who was now a fugitive in Egypt. 


That fierce wars ſhall enſue, and vaſt armies be aſſembled: that 
at length Jeroboam the uſurper ſhall fall from his throne, both 
he and all his i be exfirpated, and the eren _ into another 
line, 
The let of this remarkable paſſage 1 mall now endeavour 
to explain. ak 

| Better is a feeble but wiſe wank 

Than an old and fooliſh king, who will no longer be warned. 
The feeble but wiſe youth, I take to be Abijah, Solomon's une . 
fon: and the old and fooliſh king, to be Jeroboam. 5 
Abijah is feeble when compared to Jeroboam : for Jeroboam 
leads into the field 800,000 men, whereas * had but half chat ET 


5 number. 2 hren. 1333 


Abdijah, though feeble, was with a Ceilful : for with his infe- 
rior force, he defeats Jeroboam, and ſlays 500,000 of his men. 


2 Chron. 1 3, 17. See alſo his ch before the battle. 2 Chron. 


13, Rt 
An old and fooliſh king. 


Jeroboam was both: he muſt have been old, for he had been ſer- - 
vant to Abijah's grandfather, Solomon. 2 Chron. 1 3, 6. 1 Kings II, | 


26. he was fooliſh, in deſpiling the e 1 Kings IT, 38. ſee alſo FF 


I Kings I2, 8, 10. 
Who will no longer be warned. 1 
He would not take warning, though his withered hand, by the 
| interceſſion of the man of God, was reſtored. 1 Kings 13, 6. he per- 
ſiſted in his idolatry 1 Kings 13, 33. and thereby Proraked God to 8 
execute his threat. 1 Kings 14, 10. 15, 29. | 
| That it was Abijah the grandſon, and not Rehoboam the FAY | 
| of Solomon, who is meant by theſe words e feeble but wiſe youth,” 7 
there i is good reaſon to ſuppoſe, . : 
Firſt, becauſe the perſon here ſpoken of i is _ to the old a 
king: and Jeroboam was to be eſteemed old, in Abyah's time, rather 


<> - 15 | * |; ” b 7 2 
5 N 4 * - 4 N ; 
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than in Rehoboam's. -Rubioballis himſelf was 5 forty one years old 
when he ſucceeded his father Solomon. 
| Secondly, becauſe Rehoboam was by no means remarkable for his 
wiſdom, but otherwiſe : as appears by his very fooliſh conduct in 
deſpiſing the advice of the experienced counſellors, and following 
that of his raſh companions : 1 Kings 12, 8. and by his imprudent 
anſwer to the people, 1 ps 12, 14. whereby he cauſed = ten 
tribes to revolt. | 
Surely ſhall one come 
From the houſe of captives to reign : 
| Yet in his own kingdom was he born poor. | 
From Egypt, (the houſe of captives,) Jeroboam came. 1 "King __ 

40. He came to reign: for when all Iſrael heard that Jeroboam was 
- come, they made him king. 1 Kings 12, 20. 

Yet in his own kingdom was he born poor. 5 
He had been before a poor and mean ſubject in that ſame king- 


dom, where now he was come to reign; for he had been a © ſervant 


to Solomon.” 2 Kings 11, 26. 2 Chron. 13, 6. 


1 contemplate all the armies 
Which, with the heir, are in motion des the ſun : 3 
With the ſucceſſor, who after him ſhall ariſe. 


Solomon, with an eye here enabled to pierce into futurity, views 


the numerous armies that are aſſembled under the banners of his ſon 
and of his grandſon. During the reign of his ſon Rehoboam, con- 
tinual war ſabſiſted between Jeroboam and him. 1 Kings 14, 30. 
At one time Rehoboam aſſembles 180,000 choſen men againſt Jero- 
boam. 1 Kings 12, 21. This army he collected from two tribes, 


the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, the only ones that n 


faithful to him. If from two tribes only, ſo great an army was af- 
ſembled, we may ſuppoſe that Jeroboam, from the other ten, muſt 
have raiſed an army, in proportion greater. 


Thus Solomon, in Rehoboam's time, contemplates. vaſt armies. 
The like alſo he views, in the time of Rehoboam's ſon and ſucceſ- 
for: for Abyah leads into the field 400,000 men, and gives battle 
to Jeroboam at the head of 800,000 men. Here are armies, then, 24 


conſiſting together of 1,200,000 men. Well therefore may Solomon. : 
ſay i in the following verſe, 


No end is there of all the people, 
Of all thoſe who are in array before them. 


_ But they who come ates 
Shall not herein rejoice. . 


 Jeroboum? s family had no cauſe to rejoice: for though their fa 
ther attained the crown of Iſrael, yet it was declared by the prophet, 


him that dieth of Jeroboam, that is of Jeroboam's family, ſhall the 


dogs eat; and him that dieth in the field ſhall the fowls of the air 
eat. 1 Kings 14, 11. Jeroboam is ſtricken by God, and dies. 2 Chron. 
13, 20. Nadab, Jeroboam's ſon, is ſmitten by Baaſha, who ſeizes 
his crown, and ſmites all the houſe of Jeroboam, and leaves not bp 
Jeroboam any that breathed, 1 Kings 15, 29. 


All theſe ſtruggles for empire, attended with God. W 


ment, . and bloodſhed, | are vary pronpenger with great truth 
to be 


Vanity and vexation of ſpirit a 
CCC 


11 I. In the nen copies, chis wth 3 is the laſt of the fourth chapter. : 
3. For a dream cometh through the multitude of buſineſs, and a . 
fool's voice is known by multitude of words. 


6. Num. 1, 19. If. 53, 7 « is known,” not in the original, $2 
belon gs to both hemiſtics. 5 


. 


For as the dream cometh through ninth labour; 
So, cometh idle ſpeech through many words. 

6. Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to ſin, —— * chou 

before the angel, that it was an error. 

Twa thyſelf. n myſelf. Ec. 2, 1 a Weft ger 1 mean- 

ing the prieſt. Mal. 2, 7. See on this Tabjea Levit. 5, 4. 

Suffer not thy mouth to EY thee into fin; nor ping before the 
prieſt, that it was an error. 8 
8. If thou ſeeſt the oppreſſion of the poor, and violent oarrertiog | 

of judgment and juſtice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for 
he that is __— than the higheſt, . and there be 3 
| than they: 
sd contention. Prov. 18, 18. in a egen Jud 5. 10. The will, : 

= von, here, the arbitrary will of thoſe appointed to adminiſter juſtice. 5 

RU to have an eye updn; to notice with the intention of pong. 
Job 10, 14. 13, 27. 14, 16. Pſ. 130, 3. 

If thou behold the oppreſſion of the poor, and the Sirenen of 

law and juſtice in judgment, murmur not at the tyranny : for there 


is one higher than the high, who marketh alſo ne who are ſtil . 


higher than they. 
16. And this alſo is a fore evil, hays in all points as he came, iſs ſhall 
he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind? 
17. All his days alſo he eateth in darkneſs, and he hath much ſor- 
row, and wrath with his ſickneſs. 

1 mw d and what is he the better? PET for wk toiled. 

a to Ten is underſtood before the ſubſtantives that follow. 

ban f oak sxck ERK. 

His Orace was of opinion that for Yo he Kathv/Giten, the fight | 
reading perhaps is 928! he hath mourned. But no manuſcript or edi- 
tion ſupports this conjecture. By VDN J is nen he hath lived 
in darkneſs, he hath lived ſordidly and * 


Yea truly a ſore evil it is, that as he came, ſo he goeth ; 
And what the better for having toiled for the wind? 
And for having lived all his days, 
In gloom and great care, in diſquiet and vexation? | 
; 18. Behold, that which I have ſeen: it is good and comely for one 


to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good « of all his labour that he 
taketh under the ſun. 


AW f WH that which I G good, nw WR. that which I 
5 eſteem right. 2» pleaſure or happineſs, _ 
| Behold! that which I eſteem good, and that wich I eſteem right, 5 
is, for man to taſte pleaſure in all his labour. Fa 
19. Every man alſo to whom God hath woo. riches and wealth, and 
hath given him power to eat thereof. | 
A yea. Gen. 27, 33. 
Wr he hath alſo given a power. 3 
Dioubtleſs to every man on whom God hath beſtowed riches. and | 
| wealth, he hath alſo given liberty to enjoy them. _ © 
20. For he ſnall not much remember the days of his life: be = 
| cauſe God anſwereth him in the joy of his heart. way 
d therefore. Pſ. 116, 10. M to be mindful. Nek. 95 17. I 17; 
10. to think on. Gen. 40, 1 
D 1257 he will not be over-ſolicitous 8 ü 
diy to anſwer: means here, to anſwer favourably, to be propi- 
tious to. II. 41, 22 1 2 with. Joſh, lo, 11. * Sam. 4. 8. Lam. 
5 
3 Hence he will not be anxious about the duration of his life ; fince 
God bleſſeth him with cheerfulneſs « Leo 


MN 9 m# #® © 
CHAPTER N 


N VERSE 3. If a man beget an hundred | children, and live many 
years, ſo that the days of his years be many, and his ſoul be not 
filled with good. and alſo that he have no burial, 1 lay, that an un- 
timely birth is better than ge. 

AInevertheleſs. 2 Sam. 5, 7. Eſth. 57 10. Eꝛzek. 16, ee 
5D 9 en & Tap BH the very abortive though of burial de- 
prived. &a though. Neh. 6, 1. 5937 an untimely birth. Job 3, 16. 
But thou art caſt out of thy grave like *an abominable branch.“ mean- - 


ing, an abortive. If. 14, 18. Dr. Lowth indeed tranſlates this * like 


the tree abominated: that is, fays he, as an object of abomination 
and deteſtation; ; ſuch as the tree is, on which a malefactor has | 
been hanged. 15 
But the compariſon is made by Iſaiah, to ſomething deprived of 
burial rites: this, cannot be a gibbet. By branch is not meant a 
tree, but a child, or offspring. Cant. 4, 13. Pindar uſes ia in the 
. ſame ſenſe, 4 cpvic Aargs the branches of Latona, that i is, her children, 
5 Apollo and Diana. 
IE: Kaas Ad 
Ege Auris · Nem. 6, 66. 
MMeNοατνπτ ah 
Eg Touiada. To Meliffus the ſon of. Iſth. 4, 73. 
= | Beſides, *) does at no rate mean a tree, but a cion or lip; as his 
Lordſhip has properly tranſlated it elſewhere, I 66,21, 11, ij. 


Though this man may have begotten an hundred children, and 1 


may have lived many years; yet, however long may have been his 
life, if his ſoul hath not ſatisfied itſelf with any enjoyments, 1 ſay, 

that the very abortive, though of burial deprived, is better than ge. 
7. Four e omit the d to N. J over, 1 Kings 17, 28. 5 
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8. For what hath the wiſe more than the fool ? what hath the © poor, 
that knoweth to walk before the living? 


M excellency. Gen. 49, 3. Job. 4, 21. rm 19 FO tac i is, 
to keep himſelf among the living, to procure himſelf ſuſtenance. 
my? d in what reſpect 1s he better than the poor man? 
What then better is the wiſe man than the foal' r or than the poor 
man, who yet knoweth how to gain his bread? 

9. Better is the ſight of the eyes, than the wandering of the deſire: 
this i is alſo vanity and vexation of ſpirit. : 
SI dend that which is ſeen by the eyes; the things Which we 15 
: poſſeſs. It is imprudent to neglect the enjoyment of the good things 


in our poſſeſſion, for the fake of purſuing abſent. ones, which we 
never may attain. a 


Better is that which. 18 "OR by the eyes, od 
Than that which is purſued by the „ 
For vanity is this, and vexation of ſpirit. 


| Houbigant, here, as in other paſſages which he finds diflicule, 
makes the matter eaſy, by altering the Text. For 293 he ſubſtitutes, - 
without authority, honey. Paululim recreat oculos favus 
mellis. 
I cannot but think the nere frequently taken by this W 
father in the tranſpoſition of letters and the alteration of the original 
words, without any authority whatever, to be highly unjuſtifiable : 
| by this method, a perſon might make with facility almoſt any ſenſe 


out of any words: in Hebrew more particularly, where the radical 


letters ſeldom: exceeding three, a tranſpoſition or change of any one : 
of them makes a new word with a new ſignification. . 
10. That which hath been is named already, and it is known 


that it is man: neither may he contend with him that is mightier ? 
than he. e 


— 


x oO r* 8 


425 mighty: mighty in ſtrength and wiſdom. Job 36, 5. II. 17, 12. 
dye which hath been; meaning, which hath been cronjed. 4; 
What is that in the creation moſt 7 WORD 
Let it's name be 1295 
Confeſſedly it is man. 
Vet how unable is he to weiten 
With the power that is above him? 


I. Seeing there be many things that increaſe vanity, what i is man 
_ the beter? = 
2 gives the idea both of multitude and greatneſs. Han BIND 
magnifying vanity: that i is, exhibiting his weakneſs i in a conſpicuous | 
and ſtriking manner. 
Ihe greateſt of his works 
Do but exhibit his weakneſs: 27 5 
Yet, what 1 is _ comparable to man? 


CHAPTER vir. 


VERSE 7. 1 ati; maketh a with man mad, and, a gift = 
deſtroyeth the heart. 
| Pty to preſs down or upon. By this I conceive. is meant that 
preſſure of friendſhip or intereſt which ſometimes induces men to 
act, not in ſtri conformity to their own ſentiments and judgment. 
n to deſtroy. Jer. 15, 7. Ezek. 6, 3. wn Pih. to deal Ld 
| Pi. 75; 5. maketh fools. Job 12, 17. 
Though influence may ſway a wiſe man to do imprudently, 
Vet, it is the bribe, which corrupteth the heart. 
11. Wiſdom is good with an inheritance : and byi it there i is profit. to 
them that ſee the ſun. 
D before. Job q, 2. 
Better is wiſdom than riches, 
Ye than all — which ſee the ſun, 


4 *. g x 
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12, For wiſdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excel- 
lency of knowledge i is, that wiſdom giveth life to them that have it. 
"Or gives the idea of ſuperiority. Ec. 2, 13, 15. 10, 11. 
For they who are protected by wiſdom, 
Are protected as by wealth : 
But wiſdom is ſuperior in ahi i: 
-4 That it giveth life unto it's poſſeſſors. Hs > 
13. Conſider the work of God: for who can make . Araight 
- which he hath made crooked ? 
Dvd a work, any work. 5 an, ee Gen. 42, 33. Deetz 
BNR 122 Ye hereby ſhall I know whether Ye be true men. , 
View any work of the Lord: | 
Who can make that ſtraight, ; 
| Which he hath made crooked ? B 
14 1 the day of proſperity be joyful, but in the ay of abveitty 4; 
conſider; God alſo hath ſet the one over againſt the other, to the | 
end that man ſhould find nothing after him. 
_ - 2 towards. Num. 13, 17. Ec. 11, 3.0 nevertheleſs. 2 Sam. 5. Tr 
= for. Job. 13, 16. p hard by. Lev. 379. 
In the day of proſperity rejoice : — 
Vet have an eye towards the * of adverſity: 
For the Lord hath placed the one near unto the other, 
That man ſhould be uncertain | 
What next may befal him. . 
f 105 Be not righteous overmuch, neither make weer over vile Y 
why ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy thyſelf? £ 
pre juſt. Gen. 6, 9. Deut. 32, 4 p Juſtice. Job 3, 3. 
mow deſolate. 2 Sam. 13, 20. If. hs 1. . eee the idea of 
exceſs. Ex. 36, 7. Deut. zo, 9. 2 Kings 4, 43. 3 
7 Carry not juſtice to exceſs, nor be e r 
W ſhouldſt thou « cauſe ſe thyſelf to be ſhunned ? 


N © r A 


17. Be not overmuch wicked, neither be thou . 3: : why e 
thou die before thy time? ; | 
The obvious ſenſe of theſe * ſurely 1 is, "theb men nay be | 
wicked to a certain degree, though they muſt not be-ſa to exceſs. 
It will readily be allowed either that Solomon here delivers a very 
extraordinary precept, or that his words are erroneouſly tranſlated. 
I! he latter is certainly the caſe. For yr in this verſe is oppoſed to 
pix in the former. dmx in the former means, juſt; and the advice 
there is, carry not juſtice to exceſs: y in this means, faulty, we 


not faulty in the other extreme. wwe his fault. Deu t 25,2 4 The 
ſubſtance then of what he adviſes is this 99 


As in the one caſe it is not right to be too rigorous and exat, "the 


ſummum jus being often ſumma injuria; ſo. in the other it is im- 


proper to be too ſlack and eaſy, when the welfare of Te and 5 
perhaps your own, require, that it's laws ſhould be enforced. 
Neither be ſlack to exceſs, nor fooliſh : 2 
| | Wherefore ſhouldſt thou periſh before the. tie 
8. It is good that thou ſhouldeſt take hold of this, yea alſo, ho 4 
this withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth Code" {hall come 
forth of them all. 
RX. to proceed. Gen. 24, 50. F 11, . T1 Dee lun as with- 
draw not thine hand from it, embrace it. Bog D not in one N. 
50 both. Ec. 2, 14. 15 
ra men ſuſtentes juſtum Vulg. Ladies non 93 An Pm ta- 
men intellexit Hieron. ut ex ejus commentario patet. Aliam nihilo- 
minus explicationem ſubjungit vetus Latina, retinere te iſtud. mn 5&8 
TT IR pon ams 1. xu 08 o Sic interpretantur nn 2 Par. 29. 
19. Conf. 1 Par 11. 14. Sed vetus Latina, ne dimittas, abe vnde | 
legendum jy ams, que eſt etiam Symmachi verſio. SECKER, 
It becometh thee to embrace the one precept, 
And not to be negligent of the other: © 
He who feareth the Lord will be guided by both. 


21. 0p to tovils; Ex- 22; 28. 54 


"Fw pBy deep! a 
How diſtant is it u, ad mY 
Deep! who can N it? 
26. NWNN the harlot. Jo. 6, 22. 


27. Behold, this have I Found (faith the preacher counting one by T 


; one, to find out the account: 


maden diſcretion. Ec. 7, 25. Db nn one by one; that i is, with - 
ſtrict attention. d pn in the next verſe muſt be underſtood in the 


conſtruction. * ed with this in * 85 view See theſe 


> perſons. | 


Concerning theſe, faith hs preacher A have ſtrictly inquired, : in ” 


order to find out the worthy. 


28. Solomon's cenſure would be unjuſt, chend we ſuppoſe it to FE 
tend beyond the women of his ſeraglio: 1 Kings 11, 3. Capt. 6, 8. 


burt it is evident from theſe words, ms 753 from all * that he 
confines it to them. 


__ 89. ran the ſenſe of the word i in this Mg! ſeems drawn IS 
the Arabic. ae kheſheb (plur. khuſban) Richardſon. Worthleſs. 


. commiſent rem rei. Gal. Do. 5 Cron. 26, 1 5. 


3 


vERsE 1. K man's ' Silla" maketh his face to Kine, and 4 


boldneſs of his face ſhall be changed. 


wv ſternneſs. Prov. 18, 23. Na ſhall be hated, Prov, 14, 17 1c 


I, 14. 


4 / 


Widdom enliveneth a 2 man's s countenance z 
But auſterity in the looks f is hateful. 


24. That which is far off, and 22 deep, who can and it out? | 
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N 
3. Stand not in an evil thing, for he doeth whatſdever pleaſeth him. 

dy to continue. Pſ. 119, 91. remain. Hag. 2, 5. 0 the eyil 
matter, perverſeneſs; contumacious diſregard of the king's command. 
de he will Ls the wann of; * WR: Net 1 be 
his pleaſure. Mr ne OF Len 
Go, perſiſt not in mann 4th by A 
For he will require that his man be . 8 
4. Where the word of a king is, there is er 51 and wer wa fog. 
unto him, what doeſt thou ? 4 

wo 1 * Weg In that which a ; king pronounceth there, 
is power. 1 . 

The will of a Ling i is en 2 

And who ſhall ſay, why. doeſt thou thus? GO a 

5. | Whoſo keepeth the commandment ſhall feel no evil thing: and 
a wiſe man's heart diſcerneth both time and judgment. 1 

red a charge. Lev. 8, 35. Num. 1, 53. 377. literally, he wh. 
is chargM with a command ſhall not know an unfortunate thing. 
A man of ſenſe, intruſted with a charge, will not miſcarry ; 3 i 
cauſe he will perceive the right time, and uſe judgment. „ 
6. Becauſe to every purpoſe there is time, and judgment; therefore 


the miſery of man is great upon him. 


yßhy herein. bored judgment, addreſs. 1 1 

For in every tranſaction there is a criſis, and a need of addreſs: 
yet great is man's misfortune herein, that he knoweth not &c. 

8. Neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is no diſ- 
charge in that war, neither ſhall wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are 
given to it. 
ver any thing meanly 6 a mitt, K 


No man hath controul over the ſpirit, to retain the ſpirit ; ; nor au- „ 


thority over it, in the day of death: there is no eſcape in that con- 
flict; neither will any ſtratagemn | be of ayail to thoſe who uſe it, 


forth have they been led, from the ſeat of royalty conducted, and 


and ſolace a man in it. HD in his labour. 


e f g 85 


from the place of the holy, and they were . forge otten in the cit | 
Where they had fo done, 


77 religious. 2 ba? * 


The place where the conſecrated perſon of the king reſided, is s here N 


meant. 


buſineſs that is done upon the earth: ee Wy there | is that neither FT 5 
day nor night _ 1 with his e, bas e | 


1 
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9. There! is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own. 
hurt. | Bd bob vg 


dor to have dominion. Phivicy 133. imperious. kek 16, 30. 


Sometimes hath man ups ei has 4a __ to his c own aden. 1 „ . 


10. And fo I ſaw the wicked buried, whks had come and gone Ze 


ep a ou te eg to > ſpecial purpoſes, but not d confined to 


For hereby lire: I ſeen wicked men broaght: to their graves : yea, 


conſigned to death in that city where they had 10 dee 


12. D&D. . are rors O ND. SECKER . T3601 4% 


No manuſtript or copy reads N trowghs th 8 word _—_ to have # 


been ſo read by the Greek tranſlator. ' ' © re 
15. Then I commended mirth, becauſe a man hath no e ming F _ 
under the ſun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry : for that | 
ſhall- abide with him of his 2 an e wt Awad which God * 1 „ 


ir wor Its 


giveth! him under the ſunn. D Wo I 
ih to be joined as aſſiſtants in 2 N Nom. 18, 2, 4. to cher 


Then I approved of making life happy; ſince, except ung ala „%%% — 1 


Ab and living cheerfully, there i 1s nothing under the ſun, de. 
ſirable for man: and theſe are to comfort him in his labour during . 
the days of his life which God granteth him under the ſun; - + 


16. When I applied mine heart to know wiſdom, and to ſee the 


8 8 


Mg in the ons manner as. Prov. 24, 29. nh ſo did Tt to fee. 
1 ſo. 2 Sam. 15, 34. 4 
As I applied mine heart to get wiſdom, 0 did 1 to obletwo the 
reſtleſsneſs which prevaileth on the earth: for man Siveth — to 
his eyes neither bs day, nor even " _ 7; | 


wh ab Fo H 4 5 FT: E * oY 55 fi 


Ef VERS E 1. For all this 1 confidered: in my! en even to „ lere 
all this, that the righteous, and the wiſe, and their works are in the 
hand of God: an knoweth either love, or hatred, * all 1952 
is before them. 5 

dn is this. Two Msg. omit the) to _ to WY all this a 

ſtood. Ba for. Job. 13-16 16. it has this Pre Mal. 3. 5 _ 

16, 19. EC. The. i bei vads s 41 kt! 5 

Now the whole, which I ory 054 i mine. ws _ is ai to 

make it underſtood, that the: juſt and the wiſe, and all belonging to 

them, are in the hand of God: ſince man cannot _ from w_ 

thing which occurreth, whether he be loved or hated. IN 

3. This is an evil among all things that are done under FR an, . 

there is one event unto all: yea, alſo the heart of the ſons of men 

is full of evil, and madneſs is in their heart while 8 ”"w and after 
that they go to the dead. W 

V M this is the evil, the evil confiſts in PIN * that, in there. 

being. den that therefore, y that. Judg. 14, 15. Ruth 1, 11. 2 


| therefore. x Sam. 12, 16. rim concerning their living, or con- 


cerning, the lives of them. y . 1 8575 Num. 105 30. 2 con- 
cerning. 1 Kings 5, 8. 
Ty here is this evil in all which i is POS? vides the PREM in there 0 

the like event unto all: that hereby, the heart of the ſons of men is 
filled with evil; and that thete ariſe errors in their notions concern 
ing the bs Wiring. and with reſpect £ to the dead hereafter, 


1. For to bim thut is joined to ) all the kwiag there is hops: for. a 


living dog is better than a dead lion. 


For Ma ſeveral copies read Mary and "ar. Un ſociatus fuit, 
WR 'D 15 to him whoever he be; though the meaneſt and moſt in- 


ſignificant of men. The g FUN | to 279 is 5 comparative. 2.8 as. = 


Deut. 11, 18. Cant. 1, . 


M cum Keri concordat Ch. rr. o' mirè Volg. Nemo eſt qui "MY 


per vivat 2957 nullam TOR” rationem babent 0 . 4 Ch Volg. 
SECKER, | | 0 20 yo et 


He who is in Sy with all Me Wing bee he be, hath 5 
ſomething to cheer my for better i is the b. that! 18 ahve, than the : 


lion that is dead. 


(5 


5. But the dead khow not any y"thike, eee have they 2 more = a 5 


reward, for the memory of them is is forgotten. 1 
Ve of any price or account. Zech. . _ 


But the dead know nothing: neither are ey * more of account, 


Gnce their memory is conſigned to oblivion. © 


9. Live joyfully with the wife en thou loveſt, all the tay of the ö 
0 .11 


Dare the preterite : has very often he ſenſe of the ſutute; thou | 7 


Life of thy vanity. tk, 4 


; danken has: : OF * 1 e e 
Live in joy ieh thy 1 3k eee e ee eee e e 
Love her all the days of thy Cab!" „ op: Mien 
18. But one ſinner deſtroyeth much good. eech ae Dr! oo 9D 
dn to mis, Jud. 26; 161 means, to err. Job 15 24. 


d Bur an i OR. often en ths Bel aner to e. 


n 173 tt (5: 
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Es ik 1 1 be 


BY A 90% N 31 | e514} 1 4 N 1 4 NW TOR, 


VERSE 2: 0 Sibel. Job. 505 10 "A ee Chron: 22, 7 1 


Ezek. 38, 10. 


3. Vea alſo, when he that i is a fool walketh 1 the way, his wiſdom 


faileth him, and he faith to every one that he 1 is a fool. 


, \ 4 | : * * 8 # os, | F 0 a ? | f 4 Na 
N O 1 8 | 
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Dee to | proclaim or make. known, to publiſh. Jon. 3 * to cer 
tify. Eſth. 2, 22. 
Even in the path-w ay as 5 the fool walketh, 
He ſheweth his want of underſtanding; 
And to all he maketh it known that he is a fool. | 
1975 y rich: here, in underſtanding and endowneats: of then mind. | 
9. HM wounds. Pf. 147, 3. „ 
Aàuv' % One MS. A. percuſſit. Gol. ” 4 
10. If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the 3 then muſt 1 
he put to more ſtrength: but wiſdom is profitable to directe. 
To what perſon does © he” refer? no one has been ſpoken of. 
A to exceed. Job 36, 9. bn ſtrength. 1 Sam. 2, 4. here: plu, a 
that is, the utmoſt ſtrength. 1 even. Joſh. 2, 1. literally _ 
will exceed even the utmoſt ſtrength. * right. B 8. . e 
If iron be ruſty and it's edge blunt 
No ſtrength will avail to make Reet Abe 8 
Vet ſtill wiſdom „„ oo. Vigo I, : 
How to make it execute it's r 5 
| 11. ' Surely, the om will bite wont enchantment, and. a babler 
1 is no better. 
'SX though. Jud. 13. 16. pl. 68, 13. er to whiſper. PL. 415 7 
2 the whiſpering of a ſerpent, it's hiſſing. - pm is expreſſive of ſupe- 
riority. Ec. 2, 13, 15- pen vy a maſter of the tongue. 
Though the ſerpent ſting without hiſſing z 
Yet doth not he, who hath a WO lacs 
Bite fill more eee a9 id Lan, 
14. A fool alſo is full of words: a man cannot tell what ſhall bez 
and what ſhall be after him, who can tell him? - 
_ 536M though the fool. J though. Zech. 12, 3. Ezck. 14, 18. 
vu after it; whither his dite ends. rp. no. - what the 
Wie is. N 
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Though the fool uſe many i: 1 
No man can tell what they mean, or whither they tend; 
Who can inform him? | 


16, * 1 8 the h of any n hh exrelefuels, ! Prov. 2 7. 14 


73 


24% FR 


VE NSE 1. Caſt a thy 1 bread upon the waters : for thou aan find it 
after many days. © 

he to ſow. Prov. 65 19. Fey e Ic 2, aſs © 

againſtSJud. 3; 10. Pf. 27, 3. d the face, appearances owed. 
_ Ezek. 40, 44. 5 that. Gen. 38, i. „ ,, 

Dm 29 after the due number of 4000 i Ban dpa in bes of 
time. Ex. 2, 23. 5 LE 211 brig 

| Sow thy ſeed when 83 EE 365 

That after due time thou again mayeſt find it. . 8 

He. Even ſo thou knoweſt not the works of God who maketh all 


WK how. Neh. 2, 17. Ex. 11, 7. MWyD ms: > the WY. 
So thou underſtandeſt not the work. of God, 


How he maketh all things. 


3. But if a man live many years, and rejoice in los all; yet let him 5 


remember. the ys; of b tor: en an de e ahh * 
cometh is vanit. ; 


. when he remembereth. # | when, Jud 16, F 15. * bey 
7 Kings 2057. 4 Kings 5.7 SH c on 
Nevertheleſs, e b a man live many years, , Dredfo 
And rejoice in them all, 7 Et ef) » 
Vet when he reflecteth on the days of alot, in 
0 ee many they will „ 
KY: All | that occurreth will 5 vanity, 


o FIT 8 4 * . 4 
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9. Ma that which is the choiceſt. Ex. I 5 4- Ff. 107, 5 the flower 
of youth. 
10. Therefore remove ſorrow from thy lark . 52 0 away evil 
from thy fleſh : for childhood and fand are vanity. 
92 ſometimes, grief. Pſ. 31, 9. ſometimes, anger. Jud. *. 12: 
here, concupiſcenee. Jn thy youth. Pſ. 116, 3. Ec. 11, 9. 
Ni black. Job zo, 30. mb the Nile. Joſ. 13, 3. Jer. 2, 18. fo 
called from it's black and turbid waters. ff] coals, carbones. 
Calaſ. Dict. black, burning. From the tenor of the paſlage, and 
the ſenſes above given, I am induced to think that Hy may 
: mean the luſts: in the Vulgate it is tranſlated voluptas, n. 1 5 
Therefore chace Hanf dne from thine dari 
And put away impurity from thy fleſh : 
* or W 1 it's * are vanity. 


E 8 


CHAPTER XI. 


VERSE 1. n but remember. U but. 2 Sam. 11, 1. 2 Chron. 21, 3. 
2. erm ern et lumen lunæ Syr. sECKER. But mm 6 ound, 
with the ) prefixed, in every MS. and Edition. 
3. In the day when the keepers of the houſe ſhall tremble, and 
the ſtrong men ſhall bow themſelves, and the grinders ceaſe becauſe 
they are few, and thoſe that look out of the windows be darkened, 
Important light will be thrown on the paſſage before us, if we 
recollect that what Solomon here ſays is addreſſed to the prince his 
ſon: O young man, 11, 9. my ſon, 12, 12. Hf remember thou. 12, 1. 
Oy againſt the day, e' er the day. 2 againſt. Gen. 16, 12. Levit. 
17, 10. 5 valour. Joſh. 10, 7. Jud. 3, 29. when the attendents of 
- the prince, both military and domeſtic, ſhall lament his death. 0 
to grind. Jud. 16, 21. BY this I underſtand the grinding-ſlaves, who 


in early times, were part of the domeſtic eſtabliſhment : moſt of 
theſe, in the confuſion occaſioned by the death of their maſter, de- 
ſert their employment, and are left by their over-ſcer. Jen to be 
dark. Job. 18, 6. If, 5, 30. to be gloomy and in diſtreſs. 20 ambuſh, ' 
den. Joſh. 8, 2. Job 37, 8. By Mans I underſtand thoſe ſtations 
about the palace and it's environs where the centinels keep watch. 
I have tranſlated it battlements: in our” verſion it is rendered win- 
dows; I obſerve, ſince this tranſlation was printed, that nwny in 
Iſaiah, tranſlated in our verſion © windows,” is ane by Bp. 
Loth, to ſignify < battlements.” | 
And I will make thy windows of agates. 1. 51. 12. Engl Bible. 
And 1 will make of rubies thy battlements. Lowth. | 
In this paſſage of Eccleſiaſtes, I know ſome are of opinion, that « by bs 
| keepers of the houſe” are meant, the ſhoulders, arms and hands, be- 
| cauſe they defend the body from dangers: that by ſtrong men” are 
meant, the thighs legs and feet, becauſe they are the ſupporters and 
pillars of the whole fabrick: that by the doors ſhall be ſhut in the | 
ſtreet, when the ſound of the grinding is low,” is meant, that the 
old people are ſhut out of all public meetings, becauſe of the lowneſs | 
ol their voice, which formerly was as loud as a mill: that by, he 
ſhall riſe up at the voice of the bird, in the next verſe, is meant, 
that the chirping of the leaſt bird wakes the old man, or that he N 
wakes early when the birds do. Patrick. 
' ̃ heſe interpretations appear to me improbable and ws. I think f 
it very unlikely that Solomon ſhould here abruptly deſert his uſual 
ſtile of writing, and ſuddenly adopt another ſo widely different. Be- 
 fides, the explanation above given of whe art verſe, is founded 1 
pri on an erroneous, tranſlation. 
Eier that day come 
When the ee the 5 el renne 
* the men An "= . 


* ® * & '* 


When the elt drch wellken, mall ſtop PMI Nt 
And the watchmen on the'battlements'movrn; 1 ñĩ; 
4. And the doors ſhall be ſhut in the ſtreets, when the ſound of the : 
grinding is low, and he ſhall riſe up at the voice of the bird, and all 
the daughters of muſick ſhall be brought lows Oi 
And he ſhall riſe up. Who is the perſon that fhall r mY APE: no 
one has been ſpoken of. 5 with. Gen. 46, 26. Exod. 13, 7. N 
to bow down. Pſ. 38, 6. ſink down and diſappear: or mw” and. 
fink down under affliction. Voice of the bird: ſee verſe 3. 
When the doors ſhall be ſhut in the ſtreet, 
And the ſound of the mill not be head 
When the bird ſhall with ſhrieking leo one Mie be 
And all the daughters of mufic retirem 
Horn requiring to be tranſlated not a dd, but 9. bir. fone part ; 
cular one muſt be alluded to. 


The Hebrew Poets and prophets date the ol as a fr l 5 


in deſeriptions of deſolation: as a few inſtances will Jae 3 612% 
The owl alſo and the raven ſhall dwell in it. If. 34, iI. 
But wild beaſts of the deſart ſhall lie there, and their hunde ſhall 
be full of doleful creatures, and owls ſhall dwell there. Iſ. 13, 21. 
Therefore the wild beaſts of the deſart, with the wild beaſts of the 
Iſlands, ſhall dwell there, r the wy ſhall dwell mw Jer.' 50, 


39. F . 
This bird bi been long faperſttioully b believed to be of fatal omen. 


Joſephus records the following circumſtance. Agrippa looking up- 


wards perceived an owl over his head, and knew immediately that 
it was a meſſenger of his misfortune, of his death. Joſ. bib. 9 © Wy - 
Buffon's account of this bird is in theſe words. 
L'EFrRAILE qu'on appelle communement la chouette des een 
effraie en effet par ſes ſoufflemens, ſes cris acres et lugubres, et ſa voix 
entrecoupee qu'elle fait ſouvent retentir dans le ſilence de la nuit; 
elle eſt, pour ainſi dire, domeſtique, et habite au milieu des villes les 
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mieux peuplées; les tours, les clochers, les toits des &gliſes et des 
autres batimens Eleves lui ſervent de retraite pendant le jour, et elle 
en ſort à Vheure du crepuſcule ; ſon ſoufflement qu elle reitere ſans 


coekſſe, reſſemble a celui dun homme qui dort la bouche ouverte; elle Th 
pouſſe auſſi en volant et en ſe repoſant, differens ſons aigres, tous fi 
deſagreables que cela joint à Videe du voiſinage des cimetières et des 1 


_  Egliſes, et encore à Vobſcurite de la nuit, inſpire de Vhorreur et de la 
cCrainte aux enfans, aux femmes et meme aux hommes ſoumis aux 4 
memes prejugés, et qui croient aux revenans, aux ſorciers, aux au- 
gures; ils regardent leffraie comme loiſeau funebre, comme le meſ- 
ſager de la mort; ils croient que quand il ſe fixe ſur une maiſon, et 
qu'il y fait retentir une voix differente de ſes cris ordinaires, Ceſt pour 
appeler quelqu'un au cimetière. Buffon. Hiſt. Nat. des Oiſeaux. Tome 
Sec. 168. Octavo. e CCC 
In poetry it is certainly juibable, that 1. writer ſhould avail 
; himſelf of any ſuperſtitious notions prevalent among the people, 
which he thinks may be of advantage to his ſubjet: and none I pre- 
ſume are ſorry. that Shakeſpear and Milton have ſo often fenen | 
us with proofs. that they were of this opinion. THe 
As in the paſſage of Eccleſiaſtes before us, this deſcription of the I 


| laſt ſcene of human life, is doubtleſs to be ranked among the poeti- 1 


cal writings of Solomon, I think it probable, that the bird here al- 
luuded to, is that ſame, which is mentioned by Jeremiah and Iſaiah. 
5. Alſo when they ſhall be afraid of that which is high, and fears 


ſhall be in the way, and the almond - tree ſhall flouriſh, and the graſs- 1 


hopper ſhall be a burden, and deſire ſhall fail: becauſe man 1 bo. |: 
his long home, and the mourners go about the Meet: 
tand on high, the noble. 9772 thoſe on the way, the mean. 
Ipten veretrum. See Lexicon Calafii. Senſual pleaſure. 2 to abhor. 
Jer. 14, 21, to deſpiſe. Lam. 2, 6. n the locuſt. 2 Chron. 7, 13. 


Moſes, Lev. 11, 22, declares the locuſt a clean animal; and there is 


no queſtion, but that theſe creatures were commonly eaten in Pa- 
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leſtine, and the neighbouring countries ; and we find that John the 
Baptiſt ſubliſted upon locuſts and wild honey. Di&: Bib. Honey 
was among the delicacies of Paleſtine, * a land flowing with milk 


and honey.” Locuſts and honey therefore, were perhaps both con- 


dered as luxuries. I am hence induoed to eee chat by TU may 
be meant, luxurious gratifications. 


e- oer. o' RY ENNANM Y Ha O et Ronin vlg -v. 


Syr. qui per totum hunc V nn reddit. Hp 2 5 waxuw3n'o. 


Vulg R309) Syr. ND ry S Hiaonedstdy 1 R %,,, O Vulg. * 
| Sed hic aliam int. ſabjungit. et ceſſet miſeria vel inopia. $£CKER. | 
When the noble and the mean ſhall ee and _ 8 
When pleaſure ſhall be __— 1 
- Gratifications be abhorred/ 
And the deſires be a . Ls: 
| When man to his long home ſhall now be departing, 
And the mourners be ſtanding round in the fireet: 
6. Or ever the filver cord be looſed, or the golden bowl be broken, 
or the be broken at _ TS naar wheel broken at _ 
ciſtern. 
"Though. it * very ee, . by * cid nn” the 
thighs and legs ſhould be meant, and by < keepers of the houſe” the 
ſhoulders and arms; yet I think it natural to ſuppoſe here, where 
the parts of the body are defcribed, that by golden bowl” is meant 
the heart, and by wheel at the ciſtern,” the tubes and arteries 
about it. The “ filver thread, I believe is ene, e to 
ſignify the thread of life, the ſpinal marrow. 
prrV avareary O' rumpatur. a Syr. pM) 1 0 En nt, 
Vulg. ha re «fu, vitta o Vulg vm globus, pomum Syr. 7 


0 vdr o Vulg. Syr. yp E ourrpxacy O et currat 8696 e 


Volg. wat 17 7 d ae veg; on" SECKER; #1377 
: No copy reads . 88 


Eier * airer thread ak, 


And the FEATS cup. be bruiſed; 8 8 
Fer the pitcher be broken at the well. 
And the wheel at the ciſtern be F WroyOle) 7 
Fer the duſt return to the duſt whence it came, 
And the ſoul go back to God who gave it. | 
. And moreover, becauſe the preacher was wiſe, he tilt taught the 


people knowledge; yea, he 1 3 heed, d — out, and {et 1 
in order many proverbs. | 


ry ſuperior. Ec. 2, 13, 15. 10, 1 1. unt to hearken. Num. 23, 18. 


| Job 33. 1. to liſten for, to try to hear of. 


Thus hath the preacher, if enlightened init given inſtruskions 23. 


to the people: "many proverbs hath he enquired . . and 
arranged. F | 


10. The: preacher Gt to aa” out acceptable words, and that 


which was written was upright, even words of truth. 


der work well done. 1 Kings 6, 35. any thing N and excel- 
lent. Jud. 14, 3. 1 Sam. 18, 20. Hen true and found : aſſured. Jer. 


14. 13. yam N and deſirable; as TE and ornaments. Prov. 
3,15. oh 


The abi hath been Abies to collect valuable eng. ; and ; 


to expreſs, in the beſt manner, ſound maxims. : 
11. The words of the wiſe are as goads, and as nails faſtened by t the 
| maſters of aſſemblies, which are given from one ſhepherd. 2 
About twenty copies read NNBDDI) inſtead of NMNEY2IN. MIN a 
teacher, a ſhepherd. If. 56, 11. a paſtor. Jer. 17, 16. by teacher, 
Solomon means himſelf. yd to plant. Numb. 24, 6. Deut. 20, 6. 


a nail planted, a nail driven in, which pierces. 
nd the gathering, collectio. If. 32, 10. 33. 4. Ex. 23, 16. > 


1 addicted to. Prov. 1, 17. 22, 24. addicted to the eee, means | 
employed in that buſineſs. ; 


Dicuntur, ni fallor, clavi DR 5 ſed N colliger WD. conjun- 
1 . ſed funibus, non clavis. SECKER. 
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The ſayings of the wiſe,” like goads or like points, pierce : : the 
perſons employed to collect them were appointed 1765 none but the 
teacher. e eee 0013 23 ee een nt 
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(oh: ED For More, read, Thus more. F 


CK 


2, 11. For Alaſs! read, Alas! br l 15 
3, 19. For he hath given, read, he bath alſo. given. 
6, 7. For for, read, and yet. 952 | | 
, 12. Read, giveth life unto it's poſſeſſors. f 3 
J., 6. For dexterity, read, addreſs. © © 
p 12, 3. For ſhake, read, ſink down. 1 
12, 10. For uſeful ſayings, read, valuable ſayings. F. or Profitable 
| ſentiments, read, ſound maxims. 

12. 1 11. Read, The ſayings of the wiſe, like Soade or like points, 

- Pierce, , op Oy „ 
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